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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, how/ever, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days.. a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is spedfied above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

! Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^:4 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing($) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * cM None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2, n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachments) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) . 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Infonmation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ ahen . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an application filed in 
Korea on 8/24/2002. It is noted, however, that applicant has not filed a certified copy of the 
10/2002/0050348 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b). 

Art Rejection Rationale 

2. At the outset, the examiner notes that claims are to be given their broadest reasonable 
interpretation in light of the supporting disclosure. In reZletz, 893 F.2d 319, 321, 13 USPQ 2d 1320, 
1322 (Fed. Cir. 1989); In re Prater, 415 F.2d 1393, 1404, 162 USPQ 541, 550 (CCPA 1969); In re 
Yamamoto, 740 F.2d 1569, 222 USPQ 934 (Fed. Clr.1984); Burlington Indus. V. Quigg, 822 F.2d 
1581, 3 USPQ 2d 1436 (Fed. Cir. 1987); In re Morris, 43 USPQ 2d 1753, 1756 (Fed. Cir. 1997). fDuring 
patent examination the pending claims must be interpreted as broadly as their terms-reasonably allow.... 
The reason is simply that during patent prosecution when claims can be amended, ambiguities should 

be recognized, scope and breadth of language explored, and clarification imposed.... An essential purpose 
of patent examination is to fashion claims that are precise, clear, correct, and unambiguous. Only in this 
way can uncertainties of claim scope be removed, as much as possible, during the administrative 
process.'^- In responding to this Office action, applicants are reminded of the requirements of 37 CFR 
1.111 and 1.119 that applicants specifically point out the specific distinctions believed to render the 
claims patentable over the references in presenting responsive arguments. See MPEP 714.02. The 
support of any amendments made should also be specifically pointed out. See MPEP 2163.06. 

Claim Rejections ' 35 use § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hull et al. 

[hereinafter Hull][5606242] in view of Lemke [6880048]. 

The ''measured battery data is damaged" was interpreted to mean that a problem exists with 
respect to certain memory contents of the battery, since otherwise if the battery itself was damaged it 
would not be clear how communication with the battery would take place. 

Hull discloses in figures 1-20B restoring ''smart battery" 10 data in a portable appliance/host 
device 16, comprising the steps of: receiving reference battery data internally set in a battery and 
adapted to manage the battery, and storing the received reference battery data as backup data; 
comparing battery data periodically measured for the battery with the stored reference battery data[see 
the abstract; fig.6A; column 1, lines 20-33; column 17, lies 40-67], Hull does not disclose updating the 
reference battery data set in the battery by the stored reference battery data when it is determined in 
accordance with the comparison that the measured battery data is damaged. 

Lemke discloses that once a flash ROM is loaded with incorrect or corrupted data, the device is 
rendered inoperable, and the only recourse is to mechanically disassemble the device, perform costly and 
laborious manual rework to remove and replace the corrupted flash ROM component, reassemble the 
device, and then perform testing to verify that the device is fully functional [see column 2, line 7-13], The 
patent describes updating the contents of a first memory of a processor where new information intended 
for the first memory is received by the computer system from an external source, wherein the first 
memory is for storing information that is required during startup. The new information thus received is 
stored in a second memory capable of retaining information stored therein upon a restart. The system is 
restarted without relying on the new information. Thus the new information stored in the second memory 
can be verified to ensure that it is safe to load the new information into the first memory. When a 
positive verification result is obtained, the new information is loaded from the second memory into the 
first memory such that the new information can be used for a subsequent operation [see the abstract]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Huirs apparatus and include Lemke's teachings in order to avoid costly, 
laborious, manual rework to remove and replace the corrupted flash ROM component of the ''smart 
battery". 

As to claims 2-4, see remarks and references for claim 1 above. 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
The prior art cited in PTO-892 and not mentioned above disclose related apparatus. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Examiner Pia TIbblts whose telephone number Is (571) 272-2086. If unavailable, contact 
the Supervisory Patent Examiner Mike Sherry whose telephone number is (571) 272-2084. The 
Technology Center Fax number is (703) 872-9306. 

7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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